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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – June 4, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:05 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Jane Johnson, 
Bob Goodrich, Roberta Visser and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco, Linda Hunt 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeff Littleton, Principal Ecologist with Moosewood Ecological, LLC, and Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee 
Chair Barbara Skuly 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of May 7, 2018 were considered. Motion by Johnson to approve the Minutes of May 7, 2018. 
There was a second by Visser. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
South Road Gravel Pit – Code Enforcement Info 
Smith passed out a copy of a letter from Town of Swanzey Code Enforcement to SUR Construction West Inc. which 
referred to the dumping of stumps, stockpiling of material too close to the South Branch of the Ashuelot River and 
the breaching of the pond in two locations. It was also noted in the letter that there is evidence that this project 
has changed significantly from its original intent and approval and that the Town has asked the Department of 
Revenue Administration and the Department of Environmental Services to review the situation in order to 
recommend to the Town any further action that might need to be taken. Smith said the issue is in the hands of 
Code Enforcement.  
 
Natural Resources Inventory 
Jeff Littleton did a presentation of the maps being created for the inventory. He asked the group if there were 
road names that needed to be included on the maps. He began with an Aerial Map, then a Topographic Base Map, 
and a Parcel Base Map. There was a discussion about a adding a zoning district map, and the idea of having a 
Mylar aquifer map which could be laid over each of the inventory maps. It was suggested to add trail head 
locations to the topographical map. Decision was made to add Mathews Road, Warmac Road, and Westbrook 
Court since they have trailheads. There was a discussion about symbolizing the watershed boundaries which were 
difficult to read on the proposed maps. There are four shown on the map South Branch Ashuelot River 
Watershed, Perry Brook Watershed, Winchester-Swanzey Tributaries Watershed, and Keene Tributaries 
Watershed. Several suggestions for making the outlines clearer were made.  
 
Wetland Resources Map was reviewed and discussed mapping of poorly drained and very poorly drained soils. 
Significant Wildlife Habitat Resources Map was reviewed. Bernard asked Littleton to add a sampling of animals 
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and plants found in each Habitat and he agreed. Next map was the Unfragmented Lands. Littleton said he would 
have a table which breaks down the type of animals using unfragmented lands. Agricultural Resources map was 
next. Forest Resources Map followed. Sandy outwashes are good for growing pine. Olive colored soils are good for 
growing hardwoods. Last map considered was the Conservation Lands Map. Littleton said he would make changes 
as suggested and would use the list of preserved properties in Swanzey that Bernard promised to provide him. 
The Commission members thanked Littleton and he left the meeting. 
 
Aquifer Protection 
There was a discussion about the value of the water in the Swanzey aquifers and whether or not the aquifer plan 
would be part of the Master Plan and eventually an ordinance. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ballou Restoration Status 
Smith said he was unable to attend the planting event. He said that he heard from Shea Flanagan from the Nature 
Conservancy who reported that David Patrick will now be the lead person for information about the progress of 
the project. 
 
Conservation Land Stewardship Program Monitoring Status 
Smith gave an update on the monitoring status. There was a discussion about needing some alternates to join the 
Commission. Johnson said she has some potential candidates. 
 
Canyon Springs/Edon Tap Estates Update 
Smith said New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) has given an extension to the 
developer to June 29, 2018. Gloria Andrews, PE , said in an email that this is the “last” extension which was issued 
on May 29, 2018. The members were not sure whether “last” meant “final” or simply the last in a string of 
extensions given to the developer. As many as four extensions have already been provided by NH DES for this 
project. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Wetland Rule Process 
Smith passed out a document stating news from New Hampshire Department Environmental Services update on 
Wetlands Rule Process. Some changes are in the works. 
 
New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions (NHACC) questions 
Smith informed the group that NHACC has submitted questions to the Commission regarding Class VI roads.  
Consensus of the Commission was to refer the questions to the Town Administrator and the Town Planner. 
 
Ashuelot River Local Advisory Committee (ARLAC) Thank you 
Smith reported that the Commission has received a “thank you “note from ARLAC Chair Barbara Skuly for 
contribution of $125.00 made to ARLAC last month. 
 
Swanzey Uncovered 
Smith passed out information about the deadline for next Swanzey Uncovered should there be a decision to 
prepare an article for the publication. 
 
Moosewood Ecological, LLC Invoice 



 
 

 
Town of Swanzey Conservation Commission  Approved Minutes 
June 4, 2018 
Page 3 of 3 
 

Smith read aloud the invoice from Moosehead for services rendered by Jeff Littleton under the Phase I project for 
Natural Resources Inventory. The current invoice was for $955.00. The total cost of the project for Phase I is 
$6,500.00. 
 
From the minutes of March 5, 2018 
“Invoices will be sent monthly. 
 Motion was made by Picanco to approve the expenditure of $6,500 for a Phase I of Natural Resources 
Inventory by Jeff Littleton, Principal Ecologist with Moosewood Ecological LLC. There was a second by Johnson and 
all were in favor. Motion passed.” 
 

Scope of Work Invoiced May 4, 2018 Estimated Cost for Project 

Task II – Review Existing Information $390 $520 

Task III – GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$2,080 $2,600 

 Invoiced June 4, 2018  

Task I – Community Forum $325 $780 

Task II – Review Existing Information $130 See above 

Task III – GIS Maps & Data 
Refinement 

$500 See above 

 
 

There was a motion by Bernard to approve payment of Invoice of June 4, 2018 from Moosewood 
Ecological, LLC in the amount of $955.00 for a portion of Phase I of Natural Resources Inventory. There 
was a second to the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Balance remaining for invoicing completion of Phase I is $3,075.00 
       
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Visser with a second from Johnson. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
6:17 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


